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ROWLEY  REGIS  URBAN  DISTRICT 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1916. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  ninth 
annual  report  on  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children 
within  your  area. 

The  report  is  much  abbreviated  in  accordance  with  the 
circular  letters  received  from  the  Board  of  Education. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  STAFF  and  SCHOOLS. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  medical  inspection  staff,  but 
towards  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Council  approved  of  a  joint 
scheme  with  the  Education  Committee  for  the  division  of  the 
District  into  three  areas  and  the  appointment  of  a  third  School 
Nurse  and  Health  Visitor.  The  new  officer  is  to  commence  her 
duites  on  April  ist,  1917. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  is,  generally  speaking 
satisfactory  ;  although  mining  operations  are  still  taking  place 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Siviter’s  Lane  and  Rowley  Regis 
Church  of  England  Schools. 
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Abbreviated  Form  of  Table  II. 


Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of 

Medical  Inspection, 


Code  Groups 

Specials 

Number 

Number 

requiring 

requiring 

Number 

to  be  kept 

Number 

to  be  kept 

Defect  or  Disease. 

referred 

under 

referred 

under 

for 

observation 

for 

observation 

treatment 

but  not 

treatment 

but  not 

referred  for 

referred  for 

treatment 

treatment 

Malnutrition  ... 

33 

126 

1 

— 

Uncleanliness 

Head 

7 

139 

Body 

5 

115 

Ringworm 

H  ead  .  ... 

Body  ...  ...  ) 

— 

— 

Scabies  ...  ...  > 

25 

30 

1 

Skin 

Impetigo  ...  ...  \ 

Other  Disease 

Eye 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 
External  Eye  Disease  ... 

113 

10 

70 

24 

3 

Ear 

Defective  Hearing 

16 

34 

Ear  Disease  ... 

18 

14 

Teeth 

Dental  Disease 

9 

- — 

Nose  and 
Throat 

Enlarged  Tonsils  ...  I 

Adenoids  ...  r 

Enlarged  Tonsils  &  Adenoids  ' 

64 

181 

Defective  Speech 

5 

22 

Heart 

Heart  Disease: — Organic  ') 

and 

Functional  ? 

11 

79 

Circulation 

Anaemia  ...  ...  ' 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

Definite 

1 

Tmngs 

Suspected 

— 

— 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

Other  Disease 

1 

35 

1 

Nervous 

Epilepsy  ...  ...  ') 

4 

System 

Chorea  ...  ...  ^ 

Other  Disease  ...  .  ) 

37 

Non- 

Glands  ..  ...  1 

Pulmonary 

Bones  and  Joints  ...  > 

2 

4 

T  uberculosis 

Other  Forms  ...  ...  ) 

Rickets 

1 

61 

Deformities  .. 

12 

32 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases 

6 

88 

Totals 

343 

1092 

3 

3 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Fifty  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year;  showing  again  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  prevalence  of  this  desease.  No  deaths  were 
registered.  Previous  year  101  notifications  and  6  deaths. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Twenty  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received  and  two 
deaths  registered  as  against  twelve  cases  and  one  death  for  1915. 
Thirteen  of  the  above  notifications  related  to  children  of  school 

age. 

MEASLES. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  year,  when  Measles  was 
added  to  the  list  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  267  cases  have 
been  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  seven  deaths 
have  been  registered.  x'\ll  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first 
quarter. 

The  disease  has  been  prevalent  in  each  Ward  of  the  district 
throughout  the  year  but  did  not  assume  epidemic  form  in  any 
particular  locality. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Nine  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease,  but  all 
were  children  under  school  age;  four  being  infants  under  one 
year. 
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PHYSICAL  CONDITIONS. 
NUTRITION. 

There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  percentage  of  cases  of 
malnutrition  amongst  the  children  presented  for  medical 
inspection  during  the  past  year,  possibly  due  to  war  conditions, 
although  actual  cases  of  necessity  from  this  cause  have  so  far, 
been  extremely  rare,  for  employment  is  plentiful  with  a 
consequent  increase  in  the  rate  of  wages. 

Many  children  are  occupied  out  of  school  hours  taking 
meals  to  factories,  newspaper  selling,  etc.,  which  interferes 
considerably  with  the  time  allowed  for  their  own  rest  and 
recuperation. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  nine  cases  of  defective  nutrition  were 
reported  at  the  routine  inspections,  and  of  this  number,  ninety 
were  presented  for  re-examination  during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1915  ;  63  cases  of  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  were  on  the  school  registers,  and  during  the  past 
year  25  fresh  notifications  have  been  received,  making  a  total  of 
88.  Of  these,  11  have  left  school,  2  have  left  the  district  and 
one  has  died,  thus  leaving  a  total  of  74  cases  now  on  the  registers. 

Some  treatment  is  provided  for  these  cases  at  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Dudley,  and  notes  are  occasionally 
procured  for  entrance  to  a  Sanatorium. 

All  school  children  notified  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
ate  periodically  visited  by  the  School  Nurses,  and  excluded 
children  are  brought  up  for  quarterly  re-examination  by  the 
School  Medical  Inspectors. 

Particulars  of  all  cases  are  given  in  the  following  table 


Classified  statement  of  Tuberculosis  in  School  Children. 
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SUMMARY. 

146  Visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Schools;  77  children  have 
been  excluded  ;  546  parents  were  present  at  the  inspections,  and 
advice  was  gfven  in  355  cases. 


Comments  by  the  Medical  Inspectors  on  the 
work  of  the  past  year. 

Dr.  T.  M.  'Fibbetts,  the  Medical  Inspector  for  the  lower 
division  says  :  —  '‘Greater  vigilance  and  activity  on  the  part  of 
the  officials  and  a  freer  expenditure  by  the  Committee  in 
providing  Hospital  notes  have  resulted  during  the  past  year  in 
a  definite  advance  in  dealing  with  ailments  discovered  at  the 
inspections.  In  some  directions  it  would  almost  seem  that  the 
maximum  possible  has  been  achieved.  To  this  there  are 
notable  exceptions  : — dental  and  aural  diseases,  the  tubercular 
diathesis  and  mental  deficiency.  For  the  first,  little  or  nothing 
has  been  done  Dentistry  lies  so  much  outside  the  scope  of 
ordinary  medical  practice  and  involves  so  much  expense  that 
the  only  available  remedy  is  for  the  Committee  to  employ  an 
experienced  Dentist  directly,  or  through  a  Dental  Hospital. 
For  ear  diseases  an  ex[^ert  is  also  important,  but  even  more  so 
the  services  of  painstaking  nurses  by  whom  the  prescribed 
treatment  would  be  daily  applied.  There  should  be  some 
facility  for  this  and  the  treatment  of  skin  diseases  to  be  carried 
out  at  or  near  the  School  in  order  that  the  childrens’  education 
should  not  be  unduly  disturbed. 

The  education  of  backward  and  delicate  children  requires 
Schools  of  a  special  character,  and  the  Committee  will  do  well 
to  watch  the  working  and  results  of  those  already  established 
for  some  of  the  larger  towns.” 
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Dr.  A,  D,  Me  Queen  the  Medical  Inspector  for  the  upper 
division  says; — “During  the  i^ast  year  parents  have  taken  more 
interest  in  the  rectiheation  of  eyesight  defects  and  in  the 
removal  of  nose  and  throat  obstructions.  Dental  defects  are  still 
ignored  and  it  is  in  this  direction  that  one  would  like  to  see 
more  treatment  undertaken.” 
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TABLE  IV.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  during  1916 
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SCHOOL  REPORT. 

The  number  of  school  children  who  have  received  hospital 
treatment  through  the  Education  Authority  are  given  below, 
with  the  names  of  the  different  institutions  from  which  they 


were  treated. 

Dudley  Eye  Infirmary  -  -  67 

Dudley  Dispensary  -  -  34 

Dudley  Guest  Hospital  -  -  10 

Birmingham  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital  64 
Royal  Orthopoedic  Hospital  -  -  10 

Birmingham  Eye  Hospital  -  -  2 

Birmingham  General  Hospital  -  1 


Total  -  188 


All  these  cases  received  treatment  from  the  above 
institutions,  the  results  of  which  are  included  in  Table  IV. 

Medical  Inspections. 

All  medical  inspections  have  been  attended  under  the 
direction  of  the  School  Medical  Inspectors. 

Seniors.  Entrants.  Intermediates.  Specials.  Totals 

Upper  Wards  220  225  433  321  1,198 

Lower  Wards  541  251  233  637  1,662 

As  the  result  of  Medical  Inspections  the  following 
Exclusions  were  made : — Verminous  Conditions  30,  Scabies 
13,  Chorea  1,  Nervous  1,  Oidithalmia  1,  German  Measles  1, 
Pertussis  1,  Tonsilitis  1,  Eczema  2,  Corneal  Ulcer  1, 

Tuberculosis  10,  General  neglect  1,  Heart  Disease  4, 

Asthma  1,  Total  Deafness  1,  Impetigo  1,  Ringworm  1, 
General  Debility  1,  Conjunctivitis  1,  Rheumatism  1, 
Suspected  Tuberculosis  1. 
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Phthisis. 

In  all  cases  of  Phthisis  or  suspicious  Phthisis  which  come 
before  the  School  Medical  Inspectors  during  Medical  Inspections 
and  which  require  further  examination  or  treatment,  arrange¬ 
ments  are  made  with  the  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  at 
Dudley  for  these  cases  to  attend  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 
and  thus  receive  all  available  treatment. 

They  are  visited  periodically  by  us  and  those  who  are 
excluded  are  brought  up  to  the  schools  quarterly  for  re¬ 
examination  until  considered  fit  to  attend  school  regularly. 

A  classified  statement  of  all  cases,  both  Pulmonary  and 
non-pulmonary  among  school  children  is  shown  in  report. 


School  Visits. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-one  visits  have  been  paid  apart 
from  Medical  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
person  and  clothing  of  the  children. 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  Medical  Inspection  visits  have 
been  paid. 

The  following  summary  comprises  the  number  of  cases 
visited  during  the  year  1916 — apart  from  re-visits — with 
results. 


TABLE  V.  14 

Summary  of  Year’s  Work  ending  December  31st,  1916 


DEFECTS. 

Old 

Cases 

New 

Cases 

Cured 

Im¬ 

proving 

Un¬ 

changed 

Un¬ 

treated 

Grand 

Total 

Phthisis 

30 

8 

0 

33 

5 

0 

38 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

124 

64 

91 

12 

29 

56 

188 

Vision 

6 

227 

154 

22 

2 

55* 

233 

Blepharitis  and  other 
Diseases  ... 

13 

34 

40 

7 

0 

0 

47 

Conjunctivitis 

6 

28 

28 

6 

0 

0 

34 

Strabismus 

51 

34 

37 

11 

11 

26 

85 

Deafness 

22 

16 

8 

4 

5 

21 

38 

Otorrhoea  and  other 
Diseases... 

13 

40 

25 

8 

10 

10 

53 

Eczema 

21 

124 

126 

12 

2 

5 

145 

Ringworm 

— 

50 

44 

6 

0 

0 

50 

Scabies 

12 

121 

121 

0 

12 

0 

133 

Impetigo 

7 

21 

27 

1 

0 

0 

28 

General  Neglect 

1 

20 

18 

0 

30 

6 

2 

38 

Verminous 

17 

186 

189 

4 

0 

10 

203 

Malnutrition  ... 

— 

108 

26 

8 

8 

66 

108 

Bronchitis 

— 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Tuberculosis  ... 

33 

12 

0 

40 

5 

0 

45 

Mentally  Defective 

6 

13 

0 

1 

2 

16 

19 

Rickets 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chorea 

1 

6 

1 

2 

4 

0 

7 

Epilepsy 

4 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

5 

Special 

0 

9 

4 

3 

2 

0 

9 

Miscellaneous 

347 

300 

13 

14 

20 

347 

Infectious  Diseases 

33 

80 

100 

13 

0 

0 

113 

Totals 

419 

1551 

1325 

236 

122 

287 

1970 

15 


N  umber 

of  cases  visited 

1970 

t  J 

re-visits 

1,185 

5  5 

visits  to  schools 

341 

?5 

Medical  Inspection 

visits 

146 

Totals 

3,642 

Signed  GLADYS  M.  JONES,  j 

/'  School  Nurses 

ANNIE  E.  WHITEHURST,) 
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General  Review  of  the  relations  of  the  home 
circumstances,  and  social  and  industrial 
conditions  to  the  health  and  physical 
condition  of  the  children  inspected. 

The  exigences  of  the  war  have  had  considerable  effect 
upon  the  industrial  life  of  this  District  especially  as  regards 
the  employment  of  women  in  factories  and  munition  works. 
In  normal  times  a  large  percentage  of  female  labour  is 
employed,  but  during  the  past  year  this  has  increased  beyond 
all  precedent.  Under  these  conditions,  the  care  of  the  home 
has  in  many  cases  become  of  secondary  importance,  as  the 
time  left  for  domestic  duties  is  greatly  curtailed  and  the 
workers  are  generally  too  tired  to  give  the  necessary  attention 
to  these  matters  after  a  day  spent  in  the  factory. 


Available  Methods  of  Amelioration  and 

Treatment. 

d'he  establishment  of  a  School  Clinic  has  been 
reluctantly  abandoned  for  the  present  on  account  of  the 
abnormal  conditions  prevailing,  but  the  need  for  free  treatment 
of  dental  and  eye  defects  is  still  of  the  urgent  character 
mentioned  in  my  previous  reports. 

Cases  of  accident  or  disease  are  supplied  with  notes  for 
treatment  at  the  various  neighbouring  Hospitals  and  Dispens¬ 
aries.  Family  clubs  for  medical  aid  are  numerous  and  very 
few  of  the  inhabitants  are  unable  to  get  treatment  for 
ordinary  ailments. 

Sixty-nine  children  have  been  provided  with  tickets  for 
treatment  at  the  Eye  Hospitals  during  the  past  yea^;. 


17 


Infectious  Diseases. 

No  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  methods  previously 
adopted  for  preventing  the  spread  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Review  of  methods  adopted  for  dealing  with 
Blind,  Deaf,  Mentally  and  Physically 
defective,  and  Epileptic  Children. 

Arrangements  with  the  following  institutions  are  still  in 
operation,  viz  :  — 

The  Royal  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Friar  Gate, 
Derby  ;  The  Royal  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Edgbaston, 
Birmingham  ;  Dudley  Education  Authority’s  School  for  the 
Deaf ;  The  General  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Edgbaston,  B’ham 

At  present,  one  child  is  at  the  Edgbaston  institution  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  one  at  the  Dudley  day  school  for  the 
Deaf. 


The  following  is  a  Return  of  all  exceptional  School  children 
in  this  District : — 


TABLE  in.  Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area- 
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In  conclusion  I  have  again  to  thank  Doctors  Tibbetts  and 
McQueen  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  support.  I  also 
wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the 
School  Nurses  and  thank  the  Head  Teachers  and  Attendance 
Officers  for  their  continued  assistance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  * 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  G.  BEASLEY, 

School  Medical  Officer  to  the  Rowley  Regis 
Urban  District  Education  Committee. 


